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WPPSSF Safety and Briefing Rules rev00 
  
At each event, practice and competition, there will be a Safety Briefing before any shooting starts. As is the case in all 
shooting sports, safety on the range is of the utmost importance. The Club Safety Officer will be responsible for all 
safety and range commands. In the case of his absence a dedicated Safety Officer will be allocated. The Club 
indemnity register must be signed by all.  
 
Rifle and Range Safety  
 

 No non-participants or spectators are allowed in front of the shooting red line. 

 No one is allowed to cross the firing line unless the range is safe and you are authorized to do so by the 
Range Officer in Charge. 

 No children are allowed on ranges during a competition, unless accompanied by, and under supervision and 
control of a responsible adult. 

 No unsafe practices or conduct will be allowed. The penalty for unsafe practices or conduct will be expulsion 
from the range for the rest of the shoot. The committee will need to investigate the circumstances and make a 
decision. The member will have the right to appeal through the committee through the normal channels  

 The penalty for cheating is immediate disqualification from the match, where evidence is found to be 
unequivocally proved. The member will have the right to appeal through the committee. 

 No rifle may be loaded, except while shooting under the Range Officer’s command. Rifles must face down 
range at all times and particularly when being loaded or when experiencing a stoppage.  

 No rifle or pistol may, at any time be pointed in any direction other than downrange and in a cone of 45° up or 
down and left or right. No rifle or pistol may be pointed at persons or animals and this practice will constitute a 
serious breach of these safety regulations. 

 When carrying a rifle it should preferably be bagged and un-bagged under the command of the range officer. 
If carried in an open rifle carrier the cocking lever/bolt shall at all times be in the open position.  Springer’s 
must have the barrel or cocking lever open/released. In all cases, unloaded rifles and pistols should have a 
plastic red flag visibly sticking out of the bolt action or the end of the barrel.   

 Shooters under 18 must be supervised by a parent or guardian. 

 Any firing of rifles and pistols may only be carried out from designated bench shooting tables. 

 SMOKING is not allowed anywhere on the range. Smokers smoking in any designated smoking areas should 
consider wind direction and be aware of the possibility of their smoke interfering with other competitors and 
spectators.  

 Any person deemed to have been using drugs or alcohol before or during the shoot will be disqualified and 
disciplined. The use of drugs is expressly forbidden. Alcohol may be consumed after the competitor’s shoot in 
the social area. No alcohol may be present anywhere on the firing point or on the range.  

 The shooting of wildlife is expressly forbidden, unless it is vermin pests and it is authorised by the committee. 

 Participants may only move forward to the targets when the range is declared “Safe and Open” by the Range 
Officer. 

 No participant may move forward beyond the red line, sit or stand at the benches and handle any rifle or 
equipment on the benches when the range is declared “Safe and Open” by the Range Officer 

 No person may handle an un-bagged firearm or un-bag a firearm unless under the express permission of the 
range officer 

 


